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Crisis urbanism:
challenges of doing
research on the
polycritical city

This presentation is about crisis urbanism. There is an
urban political economy of crisis. In it, we can distinguish
a chrono-politics of crisis urbanism, a spatial-politics
of crisis urbanism, a statal-politics of crisis urbanism,
and an epistemological politics of crisis urbanism. The
theoretical framing of and methodological approaches
to these modalities confront and are challenged by our
understanding of poly- and perma-crises associated with
the urban way of life. Crisis is understood as an ever-
present processincities, always politically constructed and
dialecticallycomposed. Thelecture endswithaspeculation
on a reparative politics of the current conjuncture, one
situated within the sociality of urban collective life, building
care and commons to move through and beyond crisis
urbanism.
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LECTURE BY
ROGER KEIL

YORK UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

Roger Keil is Distinguished Research Professor at the Faculty of
Environmental and Urban Change, York University in Toronto. He
researches global suburbanization, urban political ecology, cities and
infectious disease, infrastructure, and regional governance. Among
his publications are The Globalizing Cities Reader (Routledge, 2017,
ed. with Xuefei Ren), Suburban Planet (Polity, 2018), After Suburbia
(UTP, ed. with Fulong Wu, 2022), Pandemic Urbanism (Polity, 2023,
with S.Harris Ali & Creighton Connolly) and Turning Up the Heat:
Urban political ecology for a climate emergency (MUP, ed. with Maria
Kaika, Tait Mandler & Yannis Tzaninis, 2023).

Keil is a Fellow of CIFAR's Humanity’s Urban Future program.
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